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MUSIC PRODUCER EMILIO ESTEFAN FEATURED SPEAKER AT
LATINO LEADERS LUNCHEON SERIES™ 

(WASHINGTON, D.C. ) – Music producer Emilio Estefan will be the featured speaker at the next Latino Leaders Luncheon Series™ , taking place from 11:30 am-2:00 pm on Tuesday, May 4, 2010 at the Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill, 400 New Jersey Avenue, NW in Washington, DC.  Additional speakers for the program include Senator Bob Menendez;  The Honorable Mickey Ibarra, Latino Leaders Network (LLN) Founder & Chairman; Clara Padilla Andrews, President, National Association of Hispanic Publications;  Michelle Minguez Moore; LLN Executive Director; Margarita Flores, Senior Director of Community Relations for Anheuser-Busch, Inc.; and Norelie Garcia, Associate Vice President of Public Affairs, AT&T.  The quarterly event  provides a platform for prominent Latino leaders to share their personal story of obstacles overcome to achieve success. 

“We are delighted to welcome Emilio Estefan to the Latino Leaders Luncheon Series™ and to present him with the Nambe Eagle Leadership Award for outstanding contributions to our community,” says Mickey Ibarra, Founder and Chairman of the Latino Leaders Network™.  “As someone who has put his indelible stamp on America’s Latino cultural experience, he is credited with helping launch and foster the careers of many of America’s greatest Latino musicians.  His cultural leadership has spanned generations and helped make Latino music one of America’s most popular musical genres.”

Emilio Estefan emigrated to the U.S. from Cuba in the 1960s, quickly establishing himself as a talented musician and producer with the Miami Sound Machine, which also featured a young Gloria Fajardo who later became his wife.  Emilio has been instrumental in shaping, developing and directing the careers of his superstar wife, Gloria as well as Shakira, Ricky Martin, Marc Anthony, Jon Secada, Alejandro Fernandez, Thalia, Carlos Vives, and Jennifer López, among many others.  His resume includes over 30 Grammy nominations and 19 Grammy Awards. In 2002, President George W. Bush appointed Emilio as a member of the President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities and he has produced many historical musical events at the White House. Most recently he was tapped by President Barack Obama to the committee that will create the first National Museum of the American Latino.    

After a quarter of a century producing music, in 2008, Emilio produced and directed his first full-length documentary film, “90 Millas,” based on the pioneers and history of Cuban music. The film received critical accolades after premiering in the Tribecca Film Festival, Dubai Film Festival and the Miami International Film Festival. In 2010, Emilio became a best-selling author with the release of “The Rhythm of Success - How an Immigrant Produced his own American Dream.” It chronicles the story of his perseverance in succeeding both in his personal and professional life. 
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In 2009, Emilio became the first Cuban-American to become a minority share-holder in an NFL franchise, by purchasing a stake in the Miami Dolphins.  Among the many awards and honors that Emilio has received are his Honorary Doctorate degrees from Barry University, University of Miami, Florida International University and Berkley School of Music.  He also received the Sammy Cahn Lifetime Achievement Award by the Songwriters Hall of Fame and was awarded the Ellis Island Medal of Honor in 2009. In 2005, Emilio received the BMI Songwriter of the Year award and a Star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.  
Anheuser-Busch Companies, Inc.  and AT&T are the co-sponsors of the luncheon and the network reception is supported by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.  Media partners include the Hispanic Communications Network, Latino Leaders Magazine, LATINA Style online, and El Tiempo Latino.  


The first Latino Leaders Luncheon Series event was held in 2004 and more than 20 luncheons have taken place since that time, featuring astronaut Jose Hernandez, CNN anchor Soledad O’Brien, Labor Secretary Hilda Solis; Governor Bill Richardson; Senators Bob Menendez, Mel Martinez and Ken Salazar; Attorney General Alberto Gonzales; Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa; Father Virgilio Elizondo; actors Wilmer Valderamma and Eva Longoria; journalist Maria Hinojoso; and NY Mets General Manager Omar Minaya, among others.  Details and photos from each of these events are available on the Latino Leaders Network™ website.
Latino Leaders Network™ (LLN) is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization whose mission is to develop ongoing opportunities to bring leaders together to establish relationships and dialogue on issues important to the Latino community.  In addition to the Latino Leaders Luncheon Series™, other signature LLN events include the Latino Leaders Issue Hour and Tribute to Mayors.  LLN also produces  an on-line leadership directory and publishes the Latino Honor Roll highlighting members of Congress who employ at least one Latino in their DC Congressional office.  Mickey Ibarra, LLN Founder and Chairman, served as Assistant to the President and Director of Intergovernmental Affairs at the White House from 1997 to 2001.   Other LLN Board members include: Michelle Minguez Moore, LLN Executive Director; Maria Teresa Petersen, Voto Latino; Ruben Alvarez, The Molera Alvarez Group; David Ibarra;  Ibarra Foundation, and Ken Trujillo, Trujillo Rodriguez & Richards, LLC.  For more information, go to www.LatinoLeadersNetwork.org.

Notes:  Media wishing to cover the luncheon are asked to RSVP to Jennifer Devlin at 703-876-1714 or  jennifer.devlin@cox.net.  Press call time is 12:00 pm for the luncheon.
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