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 Jasmin Chavez Cruz:  Good afternoon everyone. First I want 

to thank the Latino Leaders Network for this incredible honor 

and I also want to thank Tony Tijerino and Juan Proanno for 

nominating me for this incredible award.   

 I'm so thankful to be recognized as a rising star by an 

organization that has uplifted so many of our Latino leaders is 

truly humbling and I'm really grateful to be here with you all. 

What an honor to receive this on the very first day of Hispanic 

Heritage Month, you know, a time when we celebrate our culture, 

our history and the countless contributions of our comunidad.   

 It feels especially meaningful to reflect on that fire that 

fuels each of us. For me, that fire began with my family. My 

immigrant parents left El Salvador with nothing but hope and the 

belief that a better life was possible.  

 They arrived in this country with $20 in their pocket, no 

road map and no guarantees, but they carried a fire inside of 

them. Courage, resilience, faith and they passed that fire to me 

and my two sisters.  
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 Mami, papi, gracias. Thank you for your sacrifices, for the 

nights you worked multiple jobs and the times you went without 

so we never had to. I didn't even cry reading my vows and I'm 

crying right now.  

 Every achievement I've had, from the White House to the 

Department of Education, to the work I do now as one of the 

highest-ranking Latinas working on the Spanberger for Governor 

campaign, it comes from the fire that my parents lit inside of 

me.  

 And to my sisters, my little sister is here with me. You 

have been my first friends in my forever role models, but you 

keep me grounded. I'll never forget being at an event when a 

speaker asked the audience, who ignites your fire?  

 And Teresa was there. My little sister turned to me and 

said, you do. That moment changed me because that is what I hope 

to be for every young person I've met and will continue to meet 

on this journey, someone who reminds them of their own fire, 

their own power, and their limitless potential.  

 And to my husband, Eli, thank you for being my greatest 

cheerleader. The man who supports my wildest dreams has been 

driving me all across the state and applauds me every step of 

the way. You make me feel invincible and you keep my fire 

burning even on the hardest of days.  
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 And there have been a lot of hard days recently. Right now 

our community is suffering. There is fear in our neighborhoods, 

fear of being targeted, fear of being left behind, fear of 

losing the stability we have fought so hard to build in this 

country.  

 On the campaign trail, there have been nights I've cried, 

moments I've wondered if I could keep going, but it's that fire 

inside of me and the fire of our community that keeps me moving 

forward. That fire cannot be extinguished.  

 It cannot paralyze us. It must push us because our stories 

are powerful. We are children of immigrants. We are first-

generation college students. We are grassroots organizers. We 

are entrepreneurs and we are public servants.  

 And together we are shaping the future of this country. So 

today I want to dedicate this Rising Star Award to my parents, 

my sisters, my husband, and to every young person out there who 

doubts whether they belong.  

 You belong. Your fire matters. Your dreams are valid and 

your future is limitless. This fire doesn't belong to me alone. 

It belongs to all of us, to every immigrant parent, every young 

leader, every person who refuses to give up.  
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 Together we will keep this fire alive and together we will 

build a brighter future for our future generations.  Estepremio 

es para todas nosotras.  Muchas gracias. 

[End of file 0:07:54] 

[End of transcription] 


